
and the M A  f m  using economic pressure as “a means of obtaining complete equality 
in our great American Democracy.” 

Rev. M. L. King, President 
Montgomery Improvement Association 
309 South Jackson Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Rev. King: 

I have your communication addressed to me under date of December 27,1955 
regarding the matter of your citizens with the Transit Lines of Montgomery. I 
shall be happy to sit down and confer with Dr. Archibald Carey, the Chairman 
whom we designated, when, and as soon as he makes the request for a meeting 
of the committee. 

Meanwhile, let me congratulate you and your associates for the fine work you 
are doing in protesting the unfair treatment of the Transit Lines of Montgomery. 
It seems to me that unless the Negro people are prepared to boycott companies 
and organizations which discriminate against them, we shall never be able to 
solve the problems involved in segregation and discrimination. Economic pres- 
sure is a weapon which we must now use as a means of obtaining complete 
equality in our great American Democracy. And I congratulate you again and 
trust that you will hold steadfast to the end in your opposition to the unfair and 
unchristian-like practices of this company. 

Very truly yours, 
[signed] 
Earl B. Dickerson 
President 
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TLS. MLW-MBU: Box 107. 

From H. Edward Whitaker 

18 January 1956 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. 

Whitaker discusses plans for Kings visit, scheduled for25 March but later rescheduled 
to 22 July. King noted “to be answered soon” on the letter and responded on30 

January.’ 

18 Jan 
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2 2  Jan Dr. M. L. King Jr 

Dexter Avenue at Decatur St 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Dear Mike: 

1956 Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 

Sometime ago I wrote to you concerning your coming here for a of services. 
Well we have finally set the date, which I hope you will find it convenient. We 
should like to begin the services on the evening of Palm Sunday, March 25 and 
conclude with a Maundy Thursday Communion service. This arrangement would 
give you ample time to get back home for Easter Sunday. This is a venture for us 
in our attempt to spiritualize the church to a greater degree. This you will under- 
stand when you get here. Some people call such series of services Religious em- 
phasis Week, others call them Revivals. You may take your choice. 

We shall be glad to pay your expenses and give an honorarium commensurate 
with all that’s involved. 

It was quite pleasant to talk with your wife the other day while you were out of 
town. And as I said to her, you people are doing a nice job in the bus situation. It 
is getting nationwide publicity. I hope and pray that every thing it will work out 
satisfactory, because if it can be done there it can be done elsewhere in the south. 
If there i s  anything we can do, don’t hesitate to let us know. We have a good many 
people from Alabama and from conversations with them they are quite interested 
in what’s going on there now. I am sure they will be glad to go further if their 
support is needed. 

If for any reason you will not be able to accept these services let me know at 
once. With kind regards and best wishes to the family, I remain 

Sincerely, 
[signed] Whit 
H. Edward Whitaker 

THLS. DAEKC. 

MIA Press Release, 
The Bus Protest Is Still On 

[zzJunuary 19561 
[Montgomery, Ala. ] 

On Saturday night, 21 January, King received word from Minneapolis reporter Carl T 
Rowan of an Associated Press wire story stating that an a g r e m t  to end the bus 
boycott had been reached between the city commissioners and a “group ofprominent 
Negro ministers.”’ Earlier that day the commissioners had indeed arranged a meeting 
with three ministers not associated with the MIA and apparently persuaded them to 
accept a settlement preserving designated sections for white and black bus riders. King 

I. Quotation from “City Commission States Position on Bus Services,” Montgomery Advertiser, 22 
January 1956. Carl Thomas Rowan (1925-), born in Ravenscroft, Tennessee, earned his B.A. (1947) 
from Oberlin College and his M.A. (1948) from the University of Minnesota. The Minneapolis Tribune 
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